
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



369 



June, 1894. MODERN LANGUAGE NOTES. Vol. ix, No. 6. 



37o 



mood, though full of a certain dramatic force. 

It is in his " Lettres de Mon Moulin " that 
we have always thought Daudet at his best, 
and from that work several excellent selections 
are given ; we wish there had been more of 
them, simply because it is difficult to get in too 
many ! Not to criticize where all is so good, 
it would have been delightful to have some 
such sketch as that which the author gives of 
Mistral, affording the pupil a suggestion of 
the modern Provencal movement, and of a 
different side of Daudet himself; but, perhaps, 
that would have led some of us too far from the 
subject in hand, in our effort to impart to our 
classes some of the enthusiasm which contact 
with the enthusiastic Felibres compels. 

The remaining selections are all good. We 
find the pathetic story of "La derniere 
Classe," — that eloquent plea for Alsace, all 
the more convincing because of its absolute 
freedom from anything polemic; the " Re'veil- 
lon dans le Marais," in the graceful and easy 
style which recalls our own Irving ; "la Belle- 
Nivernaise," given entire and carefully anno- 
tated ; and that choice bit "La Mule du Pape," 
from " Les Lettres de mon Moulin," noted 
above, is handled sensibly and judiciously, as 
has not always been the case when edited for 
schools. There are several choice traps in it 
for unwary annotators, from the very title, 
into none of which, of course, this editor falls! 
The well-known Defense of Tarascon, Siege 
of Berlin, M./oyeuse and The Little Pies make 
up the contents of a book, useful to the in- 
structor, attractive to the pupil, and creditable 
to the editor, who has done his work so well, 
as it is to the publisher who is enlightened 
enough to choose such a coadjutor. 



It is always a pleasure to get anything of 
Menmee's in convenient form for the class- 
room. The works of such a master of style 
cannot be recommended too often as models, 
nor brought too early to the notice of intelli- 
gent pupils. In this Chronicle v/e see the 
same clearness and precision, the same rapid 
and even development of the narrative and 
the same simple and limpid style, without a 
superfluous word, which mark his longer 
works. Yet the Chronicle is by no means one 



of his most attractive writings. Without the 
effort or desire to write history, M£rim£e gives 
us a picture of the times, if anything too vivid. 
The horrors of war and carnage are depicted 
only too graphically. Wishing to give a faith- 
ful account of the epoch, he seems unwilling 
to omit much that adds strength to the story, 
but repels the reader. As in "Matteo Falcone" 
what is gained in force is lost in attractiveness, 
yet both show consummate art. But there is 
always one advantage to be gained from such 
pieces as this Chronicle — the same that we 
find in the perusal of the best historical 
novels — we have gained a clearer idea of the 
conditions of life under the reign of the last 
king of the house of Valois than if we had 
studied the works of a more formal historian. 
The book is ably edited, the historical and 
biographical notes are full and accurate, the 
critical matter though scanty is excellent, and, 
perhaps, all that is needed for the student, 
and there is a very sensible repetition of gram- 
matical material covering points upon which 
mistakes are made daily in the class-room. 
The different force of the adjective in different 
positions, the misleading similarity of words 
alike in spelling in French and English, with 
utterly different meanings, and the proper 
way of turning the prepositions into idiomatic 
English, — are a few of the points well handled. 
In our experience, the pupil needs a little more 
help on the verb than is here given. On the 
whole, this is an excellent and useful edition. 

Wm. C. Thayer. 

The Pennsylvania State College. 



LOUISIANA STUDIES. 

Louisiana Studies. Par M. le Professeur Al- 
cee Fortier. New Orleans: F. H. Han- 
sell & Bro., 1894. 8vo, pp. 313. 

Nous avons a faire la critique d'un livre £crit 
par un de nos citoyens distingues, M. Alcee 
Fortier dont l'6nergie a du surmonter bien 
des obstacles avant d'arriver a son but; la 
conservation de l'idiome ffancais devant 1'en- 
vahissement logique de l'idiome national. 
C'est done bien a M. Fortier, ainsi qu'a ses 
collegues de V AtMnie Louisianais, que nous 
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devons d'avoir conserve la langue de nos 
anc£tres dans toute sa purete. 

' Louisiana Studies ' ne peut manquer d'ex- 
citer l'inteY£t du lecteur intelligent, il y trou- 
vera la peinture exacte des mceurs et cou- 
tumes de la Louisiane, une etude serieuse de 
ses dialectes dont 1 'originality possede un 
charme exotique, un cachet cosmopolite, 
resultat inevitable des vicissitudes historiques 
du pays. 

Apres de longues et minutieuses recherches 
dans nos archives, M. Fortier a compile avec 
ordre et methode les faits de l'histoire de la 
Louisiane dans ses difKrentes phases. 

L'ouvrage est divise en trois parties : Litera- 
ture, Coutumes et Dialectes, Histoire et Edu- 
cation. 

En ce qui concerne la literature on pourrait 
appliquer a l'auteur ces mots de Paul Bourget : 
"Les illusions de Poptique morale sont sou- 
mises aux m^mes lois que les illusions de 
l'optique physique." II n'est que juste, alors, 
de nous excuser aupres de notre eminent com- 
patriote et de lui avouer que nous partageons 
avec restriction son enthousiasme patriotique 
pour la literature de notre etat natal. Son 
indulgence trop visible a l'egard des ecrivains 
franco-louisianais Pentratne a leur donner une 
importance qui feraient sourire les dilettanti 
litt^raires d'outre-mer. 

M. Fortier devrait leur demander plus de 
virilite dans la phrase, plus de force dans ['ex- 
pression et de vigueur dans les id£es : le style 
y gagnerait certainement et l'inteYet n'y per- 
drait rien. 

Nous voila a la partie la plus inte'ressante de 
l'ouvrage, celle des coutumes et des dialectes. 

Au point de vue purement scientifique, et 
cedant a ses aptitudes de philologue, l'auteur 
semble vouloir reconnaitre au parler cre"ole 
les qualit^s essentielles au dialecte ; ce dia- 
lecte ne serait-il pas un patois, simple deg£- 
nerescence du francais litteraire que Ton ne 
trouve en usage que dans les colonies d'origine 
francaise? En Louisiane, l'idiome francais, 
avant d'arriver au ne-gre, subit un changement. 
Ce premier degre de decadence ne saurait 
manquer d'interesser le lecteur. 

Sur la page 142 de 'Louisiana Studies,' M. 
Fortier, en donnant la conjugaison d'un verbe 
en patois Creole, se sert de la forme " ap£ " 



contraction, nous, dit-il, de "apres"; cette 
contraction "ape" ne vient pas immediate- 
merit du frangais classique, mais d'un idiome 
local, ne dans les paroisses de la Louisiane 
meridionale. 

Ainsi, Francais classique : Je coupe mon 
pain ; Premiere modification : Je suis apres 
coupe mon pain ; Deuxieme modification : 
m'ape' coupe mo di pain. Pour mieux de- 
velopper notre idee nous aurions du., peut- 
etre, multiplier les exemples, mais malheu- 
reusement le temps nous manque. Terminons 
en disant combien M. Fortier a su, par ses 
observations premises, par une etude appro- 
fondie du sujet, faire valoir la phraseologie 
typique du patois Creole, patois que peuvent 
seuls comprendre les louisianais inities a ses 
mysteres. 

Avec un interet toujours croissant, nous 
suivons l'auteur dans son pelerinage au pays 
des Islingues, puis, un peu plus loin, dans 
celui des Acadiens. La description graphique 
qu'il nous donne du langage, des mceurs et 
coutumes de cette partie de la population cos- 
mopolite de la Louisiane, ne laisse rien a 
d^sirer, elle abonde en traditions locales, en 
details predeux pour le lecteur louisianais. 

Histoire et Education. Le but de M. Fortier 
dans cette derniere partie est de rassembler 
en un corps de redts les faits qui marquent, 
en Louisiane, le developpement graduel de 
ses institutions politiques, religieuses et in- 
tellectuelles, leurs origines, leur avancement 
lent, mais toujours progressif. Les details y 
sont donnes avec une minutieuse exactitude, 
les evenements marquants sont methodique- 
ment passes en revue, trop methodiquement, 
peut-etre, car la narration pourrait ensouffrir; 
une grande precision dans la phrase 6tant sou- 
vent de la souplesse au style ; ces petits d6- 
fauts disparaissent devant la valeur reelle de 
l'ouvrage riche en r6cits historiques. Les r€- 
sultats des recherches de-notant le travailleur 
entente, l'^crivain consciencieux sous lequel 
on devine facilement le patriote. 

L'historique de l'Education en Louisiane 
est un expose clair et precis des peripeties 
par lesquelles ses institutions scolaires out 
passe depuis Bienville jusqu'a nos jours. En 
parcourant ces pages on est frappe des vicissi- 
Uides qui ont assailli la cause de Peducation 
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chez nous. Apr£s avoir vaillatnment sur- 

niont<» tout d'obstacles esp^rons que la Louisi- 

ane se re'veillera, qu'elle acceptera, sans plus 

attendre, les id^es nouvelles, et secondera de 

tout son pouvoir les promoteurs du progres 

intellectual parmi lesquels, M. Alcee Fortier 

occupe une place distinguee. 

M. Augustin. 
Newcomb College, La. 



ANGLO-SAXON. 

A First Book in Old English. Grammar, 
Reader, Notes, and Vocabulary. By Al- 
bert S. Cook, Professor of the English 
Language and Literature in Yale University. 
Boston : Ginn & Company, 1894. 

It cannot be said that of the making of histori- 
cal English grammars there is no end, for, to 
tell the truth, there is just a beginning. The 
distinguishing feature of the new treatises 
upon English grammars is that the "histori- 
cal " method is being closely followed. Since 
Koch, in Germany, and Sweet, in England, 
have developed their grammatical work along 
historical lines, we have ceased to use the 
faulty compilations published by enterprising 
school-book firms. In this country Prof. 
March's ' Anglo-Saxon Grammar ' introduced 
into our higher colleges a comparative study 
of English grammar. 

But we are advancing. A short time since 
Prof. Cook gave a fresh and onward impulse 
to grammatical study when he translated 
Siever's 'Old English Grammar,' a work 
scientifically arranged and full of new matter, 
but a work often more puzzling than elucida- 
tive to the beginner, because of its unusual 
terminology and confusing lists of exceptions 
from the Old English dialects. This difficulty 
has been recognized by Prof. Cook, and the 
result is a simplified book from his hands, 
entitled, 'First Book in Old English.' 

This First Book is intended as a primer for 
the student desirous of acquiring an acquaint- 
ance with the beginnings not only of the 
English language, but also of the English 
literature. It, therefore, consists of two parts : 
(i) a Grammar and (ii) a Reader with a vocabu- 
lary. The grammatical part contains chapters 
on phonology, inflection, formation of words, 
syntax and prosody. 



There has been a noticeable tendency on the 
part of all writers on Anglo-Saxon to shirk the 
difficulties presented in the phonology of our 
Old English tongue, because, as Korner open- 
ly confesses, it is "von besonderer Schwier- 
igkeit unci geringem Nutzen." But both, 
Profs. Sweet and Cook, have given a scheme 
of pronunciation which cannot fail to enlighten 
teacher and student upon this hitherto neglect- 
ed and perplexing suhject. True, there are 
many obstacles to be overcome. Old English 
pronunciation has some curious phenomena 
such as the i-, o-, ti-, and palatal-umlauts, 
breakings and ablauts. These terms we owe 
to German investigators, and Prof. Cook has 
done well to give them their German form 
rather than to substitute a set of translations 
which require a double set of explanations, as 
the reader of Sweet's grammar will find, to his 
sorrow. 

Prosody is another department of Old Eng- 
lish study which has been ignored. This is 
partly because Old English verse will not al- 
low itself to be studied after the old methods. 
As Prof. Gummere remarks, "Our old metre 
inclines, like our ancestors themselves, to 
violence." And we have not solved the diffi- 
culties by forcing upon it the terminology of 
classic versification. Strength or accent is the 
i important element in the Old English verse ; 
j therefore, the foot-measurement represents a 
very different idea from that of the foot as 
employed in Latin and Greek prosody, where 
the primary value is quantity. Prof. Cook's 
examples of the different types of the hemis- 
tich will quickly reveal this. It is very hard 
to get poetry and music out of some of the 
verses of Old English, especially when more 
than three unstressed syllables occur together. 
And if we bear in mind that the reciter of 
these poems had a powerful voice to empha- 
size these accented syllables, and could there- 
by accentuate the alliterated words, we can 
fancy something of the effect of force produc- 
ed by lines which do not easily fit into our 
metrical schemes. 

The Reader, with its vocabulary, furnishes 
ample material for the beginner. His curiosi- 
ty will certainly be aroused by the prose 
selections which are chosen from the works of 
Alfred, jElfric, Wulfstan and the venerable 
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